Mallard Creek High School

Spring 2014 Course Syllabus

Physical Science
Teacher Name:  Jennifer Ford
Room #: C 109
Voice Mail:  (980)343-1341
E-mail:  jenniferh.ford@cms.k12.nc.us

Text: Holt Physical Science
I. Course Standards: Physical Science is based on the North Carolina Essential Standards.

· Goal 1.1:  Understand motion in terms of speed, velocity, acceleration and momentum.
· Goal 1.2:  Understand the relationship between forces and motion. 
· Goal 2.1:  Understand types, properties, and structure of matter.

· Goal 2.2:  Understand chemical bonding and chemical interactions.

· Goal 2.3:  Understand the role of the nucleus in radiation and radioactivity.

· Goal 3.1:  Understand the types of energy, conservation of energy and energy transfer.

· Goal 3.2:  Understand the nature of waves.

· Goal 3.3:  Understand electricity and magnetism and their relationship.

II. Materials:
· 3-ring binder (divided into 3 sections: Warm-Up, Assignments, Notes)
· Loose-leaf paper

· Pencil and Pen
· Calculator

· Colored pencils/markers (optional)
· One pack of white copy paper for the teacher (optional)
      III.       Expectations

· Students will complete class work, homework, and projects, as well as submit them by the due date.
· Students adhere to school rules and district policies at all times.
· Students adhere to classroom rules that are posted.
· Students follow all laboratory safety guidelines.
     IV.         Make-Up Work Procedures:  Students with an excused absence will have five days to make up any missed work.  If turned in within five days of an absence the assignment will count for full credit. After the five days, refer to the Late Work procedure below. All students that are absent are responsible to approach the teacher in order to get the work they have missed. In addition to class copies, all notes and assignments will be posted online at the following website: mchsps.weebly.com 
Late Work:  All work will be given a published due date.  Work is expected to be turned in at that time.  If work is not turned in on the published due date, it will be 10% off each day it is late until it is turned in.  After 5 school days, the maximum score for a completed assignment will be 50%.
V.        Extra Help and Parent Contact:  Each class will have a tutor calendar set with certain days of the week each teacher is available for tutoring. 
Teachers may suggest tutoring based on information collected (homework/quizzes/labs) during each unit; however, it is at the discretion of each parent or child.
Parents and students may contact me through email.  All e-mails will be responded to within 24 hours (except on weekends and other days off).

VI. Assessment Practices:  Students will be graded on a point system, which will be weighted according to the category.  The following is the weighted scale for each quarter grade.

· Tests = 70% of final grade

· Labs/Assignments/Quizzes/Participation = 30% of final grade

               All assignments will be graded using two different methods: completion grades and/or accuracy grades.  Students will not be told ahead of time how the assignment will be graded.  Therefore, students should be motivated to do their best on every assignment.

               All students will be given the opportunity to do test corrections each test ONLY IF THE STUDENT HAS COMPLETED EACH ASSIGNMENT IN THE UNIT.  
   Grades:  CMS now adheres to a 10 point grading system as stated below:

90-100               A

80-89                 B

70-79                 C



60-69                 D

59  and below
F

Year grade will be calculated as:



Quarter 1 = 40%



Quarter 2 = 40%



Exam = 20%
______________________________         ____________________________              _________
Parent/Legal Guardian Signature

    Student Signature


Date

Please sign above and below the dotted line. The upper portion is for your records and the lower half is to be turned in to your child’s teacher.


I have read this with my child and we understand the procedures.
______________________________          ____________________________

Parent/Legal Guardian Printed Name                   Student Printed Name



______________________________            ____________________________        _________
Parent/Legal Guardian Signature

     Student Signature


Date
